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Toe Vizeayan Chasiber of Nayigetion agreed about mid-June 195° to eppeal to the 
Ministeies of Camerce, Indulbtry and Labor to give due consideration ta. the 
havuful effects on the Merchant Marine of proposed changes in working conditions 
of merchant seumen. 


New regulations which repurtedly have been proposed by the Bpanish paverument - 
would ineresse the cast attributable to each member of a vessel's crew by 66 
per cent, according to the shipawiers, Hesides an increase in bage pay, reforms | 
in sickness and hospitalization insurance, retirement benefite and widows' 
pensiuns are coubemplated. a 


A -yvartety of factors already hee put the Spanieh merchant marine im a precarious 


situation, eecarding to the fleet owners, who attribute taetr plight to «a a 
series of causes, including caubimal lowering of freight rates owing ta a 
world oversupply of butbtoms, imerease in US participation in the field, German 
and Japanese shipbuilding, and, most importantly, the ehORinee of dollars which 
bas stymied Harepean trade. 
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